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lar base at Kiau Chau. The Darmstadt, however,
with her force of men nearly equal to the total
number of my own crews, remained at anchor for
four weeks.

As my rank was inferior to Vice-Admiral von
Diedrichs's, I made the first call, in the usual ex-
change of visits. In the course of conversation I
referred to the presence of the large German force
and to the limited German interests in the Philip-
pines (there was only one German commercial house
in Manila), and this in a courteous manner, amount-
ing to a polite inquiry which I thought was war-
ranted, particularly in view of the fact that six days
had elapsed without the Darmstadt transferring her
men. To this the vice-admiral answered:

"I am here by order of the Kaiser, sir"; from
which I could only infer that I had expressed myself
in a way that excited his displeasure.

In the course of a cable to the navy department
on June 12 I requested that the Monadnock and
Monterey be expedited. Meanwhile, I had heard
nothing further of the reports of the departure of a
Spanish squadron to the Far East, which I might
set down as a rumor that had been unconfirmed.

In a cable of June 18 from Washington, which
was brought to Manila by the McCullochy which
had taken mine of the I2th, I was informed that
Camara's squadron, consisting of "two armored
cruisers, six converted cruisers, four destroyers, re-h was absent from Its regu-ion, to allow It was my aim to dofed
